
37th Annual 
CARS+ Convention

Ontario, CA
February 2 – 3, 2018

#fromcompliance2outcomes

• Kristen Wright
• Tom Green
• Ginna Myers
• SEIS - San Joaquin Office 

of Education
• and more

DoubleTree by Hilton
Ontario, CA

Presenters

• Register today | www.carsplus.org



The DoubleTree, Ontario, CA
Enjoy the Hacienda-inspired resort-like setting and warm welcome at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Ontario 
Airport, located just three minutes from ONT airport and adjacent to the Ontario Convention Center. The warm 
chocolate chip cookie you receive on arrival is a symbol of the caring DoubleTree service to come.
222 North Vineyard Avenue, Ontario, California, 91764-4431, USA
TEL: +1-909-937-0900
FAX: +1-909-937-1999

Conference Registration Fees:

Received by:       Thru 11/15/17               11/16/17 -12/31/17           1/1/18 - 2/3/18
CARS+ Members:          $255       $325               $375
Non-Members:          $355       $425               $475
Intern Rate: $255 includes membership ($40 value)

Register today | www.carsplus.org

A group of 5 or more from the same organization would receive a 10% 
discount.  If paying by credit card, a 4% processing fee will be 
charged.  Registrations would need to be made by fax or mail

Group Discount



Help for when Co-Teaching “Goes 
Bad.” 
Co-Teaching is becoming an 
increasingly popular service delivery 
model.  The idea of pairing a 
pedagogical expert with a content 
expert is a very appealing proposal.  
Unfortunately, the vision of a synergistic 

teaching team producing fabulous results falls short for 
various reasons.  Come learn how to avoid some common 
co-teaching pitfalls. 
BIO: 
Michelle E. La Monte, Ph.D., is an educational consultant 
in private practice.  Michelle is dedicated to supporting 
educators develop and maintain inclusive schools. Her 
world-class academic training and years of real-world 
teaching experience place her at an excellent vantage 
point.  Michelle spent fifteen years in the classroom as 
a special education teacher, with many of those years in 
team-taught environments.  Not only does Michelle have 
specialized knowledge about the everyday classroom 
experience, but also the trained eye of a researcher.

You will learn specific strategies that 
work with Dyslexic, LD and ADHD 
Kids
• Understanding Dyslexia, LD, and         
   ADHD (Including a Simulation)
• Educational Problems Caused by      
  Dyslexia and ADHD
• Dyslexia and ADHD: How We Learn

• Executive Function Impact on Dyslexia and ADHD
• 10 Research-based Teaching Strategies
• 3 Homework Strategies 

BIO:
Bonnie Terry, M. Ed., BCET, is internationally recognized 
as a Leading Learning Specialist. She is a board certified 
educational therapist, a learning disability specialist, and 
dyslexia and ADHD expert. Bonnie is the instructor of 
ADHD Classroom and Teaching Strategies Course at the 
UOP and UND. Bonnie is also an award winning expert 
and the International Go To Pro for SpecialNeeds.com:     
Teacher’s Choice, Teacher’s Favorite, Special Needs 
Company of the Year, Best Reading Educational Site, 
Best Learning Disabilities Site, Best Family Activities Site, 
Top 50 Special Educators to Follow on Twitter. She is also 
a Best Selling Author: Family Strategies for ADHD Kids,  
School Strategies for ADHD Kids, Five Minutes to Better 
Reading Skills, Ten Minutes to Better Study Skills, and the 
Sentence Zone Game. Bonnie has a world-wide practice 
where she teaches teachers and parents how to help their 
kids improve their skills in 20 minutes a day.

Special education in the United 
State is based on the concept of 
access—public schools are open to 
all children. But access is no longer a 
sufficient foundation. Approaches and 
accommodations that lead to academic 
success are increasingly demanded 
for those with learning disabilities. 

Functional, independent-living, and employable skills are 
requisite, but rare, for those with serious handicapping 
conditions. Since the last reauthorization of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, four events have transpired 
that will have a dramatic impact on the next iteration of 
the federal law: the increase in the number of children 
diagnosed with autism, the rise of applied behavior 
analysis, the birth of social media, and the reality of 
unbundling. This workshop will explore the effect of these 
events on a special education process burdened by 
regulation, where advances in the behavioral sciences 
and neurosciences blur the lines between education and 
medicine, and where social media fosters aggressive 
advocacy for specific disabilities.

Bio:
Mark Claypool, from Nashville, TN,  founded Educational 
Services of America (ESA), a leading provider of behavior 
therapy and alternative and special education programs 
for children and young adults. In 2015, ESA rebranded 
as ChanceLight Behavioral Health, Therapy & Education. 
Chancelight works nationwide with more than 20,000 
clients and students who have autism spectrum and 
related disorders and with students who have not been 
successful in a traditional school setting.
Author of: How Autism Is Reshaping Special Education: 
The Unbundling of IDEA

Words with Spelling Connections 
Have Meaning Connections 
Phonology + Phonics + Morphology + 
Etymology = Orthography
Analysis of word structure—including 
morphology—supports learning to read, 
spell, and comprehend. Related words 
are activated in memory when they have 

meaningful connections and share structural elements at 
the morpheme level, especially when spelling reveals the 
connections (define → definition; science → conscience). 
Explicit instruction in orthography (spelling) that integrates 
phonology, phonics, morphology, and etymology is also 
effective for teaching word identification, vocabulary, 
content knowledge, and reading comprehension.

CONVENTION 2018 PRESENTERS - DON’T 
MISS THIS CONFERENCE!
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Bio
Dr. Nancy Cushen White has 40+ years of experience in 
public schools as classroom teacher, special education 
teacher, and program specialist in special education 
curriculum with San Francisco Unified School District. She 
works as a certified academic language therapist, a board 
certified educational therapist, and dyslexia consultant 
in private practice. Nancy is a past member of The IDA 
Board of Directors and past president and current advisory 
board member of the Northern California Branch of IDA. 
She serves as an International Dyslexia Association 
representative to the National Joint Committee on 
Learning Disabilities (NJCLD). Currently, she is the editor 
of the Examiner, IDA’s monthly on-line newsletter. She 
received the Margaret Byrd Rawson Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the International Dyslexia Association in 2007. 
Nancy was a member of the AB 1369 Dyslexia Work 
Group assembled by the California Department of 
Education (CDE) to draft public school dyslexia guidelines 
required under the new law. 
 

“Learning about Learned 
Helplessness Gritty: Teachers Can 
Teach Grit”

Explore the psychological construct 
called “learned helplessness” (LH) 
and find ways to address students 
who refuse to help themselves despite 

numerous support systems in place.  Examine what extant 
scientific research has to say about the what and the why 
of LH.  Explore how teachers can teach the associated 
constructs of optimism, resilience, growth mindset and 
self-care.  Learn about how LH has special implications for 
the caring educator in the inclusive classroom.  

Bio 
Ginna Guiang-Myers is currently the Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction, Professional Development 
and Student Assessment for Eureka USD in Gran-
ite Bay, CA.  She has been a science educator for 
two decades at opposite sides of the globe.  She is 
currently a PhD Psychology student and is pas-
sionate about positive psychology, socioemotional 
development and emotional intelligence.

The early identification and 
intervention of dyslexia, including 
the latest neuroscience of dyslexia 
and the socio-emotional issues 
associated with LD and dyslexia.

Bio 
Fumiko Hoeft MD PhD is Professor of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry and Weill Institute for Neurosciences and 
directs the UCSF Hoeft Developmental Cognitive 
Neuroscience Laboratory (brainLENS.org). Other 
academic positions include: Deputy Director of UCSF 
Dyslexia Center (dyslexia,ucsf.edu), and Executive 
Director of UC Office of the President’s Multicampus 
Precision Learning Center (PrecL.org). She is a 
psychiatrist, neurophysiologist, as well as a developmental 
cognitive and systems neuroscientist. Hoeft was trained 
clinically at Keio University School of Medicine (Tokyo, 
Japan) and in research at Harvard, UCLA, Caltech and 
Stanford. Prior to joining UCSF in 2012, Hoeft was at 
Stanford for 8 years where she was Associate Director 
for the Division (then Center) for Interdisciplinary Brain 
Sciences Research (Director: Allan Reiss MD). 

• Sarah Kesty: The Teenage Brain

• Tom Green: Inclusion for All 

• Jenny Ponzuric: The Pattern of Strengths and 

Weaknesses

• Kristin Wright the Director of Special Education 

Division CDE

• SEIS Special Education Information System

• SIRAS Systems, Browser Based Student 

Information System

• CAPTAIN California Autism Professional Training 

And Information Network

Other topics include: more on Dyslexia, Writing 
Strategies, Restorative Practice plus other topics, all with a 
focus on Outcomes!!
 

THE SPECIAL EDUCATOR - OCTOBER CARS+ 2017 13



First Name:  ___________________________ Last Name:  _____________________________ CARS+ Member:   Yes No 

Position: ______________________________ School/Agency/Organization: ______________________________________ 

District:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________County: _________________State:  ___________  Postal Code:  _______________ 

Daytime Phone: _____________________________Email: ___________________________________Region #: _________

Please note:  a valid email address is required in order to receive a receipt for payment of registration fees. 

Registrants are encouraged to register online at the CARS+ Website (www.carsplus.org). If you register only and pay by check, your registration 
is considered pending until payment is received and processed. If payment is received after a rate period has expired, you will be billed for the 
difference between the amount received and the current amount due. Fax and phone registrations are not accepted unless accompanied by 
payment.

¨ I require special accomodations to participate fully.

Please contact me via: ¨ Phone ¨ Email

Register online at www.carsplus.org, if you are paying by credit 
card. Register by fax or mail if you are paying by purchase order. 
Online registration is currently open. If mailing your registration 
form and payment, please note that confirmation of registration 

may be delayed due to the volume of registrations received. 
Please mail to the following address:

CARS+ -- The Organization for Special Educators 
4010 Foothills Blvd #103-237

Roseville, CA  95747
Phone:  855.CARS.810 • Fax:  916-580-2799

Registrations that are either incomplete or submitted without 
payment will not be processed.

CARS+ 2018 CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION FORM

I would like to become a member/renew my membership
¨ Active, 1-year $75 / 2 year $120……………………. $_____________
¨ Associate, 1-year $60…………………………………$_____________

REGISTRATION FEES
Full Convention: 

                       Thru -        11/16/17 -  1/1/18 - 
Payment Received by:   11/15/17   12/31/17     2/3/18

CARS+ Members:           $255*      $325*        $375*       $_____________
Non-Members:               $355*      $425         $475*       $_____________

¨ Intern Pre-Service and Membership $255  $_____________
(Not currently or previously employed in Special Education)

Single Day
¨ Friday Only $199 ……………………………………   $_____________
¨ Saturday Only $149…………………………………   $_____________

¨Group Discount 
A group of 5 or more from the same organization would 
receive a 10% discount.  If paying by credit card, a 4% 
processing fee will be charged.  Registrations would need 
to be made by fax or mail.              $_____________

TOTAL FEES DUE: $_____________
Payment Method:  
 ¨ Check / money order, payable to CARS+
 ¨ Visa/MasterCard/Amex  PO #
Card Number:
Expiration Date:      CVV:
Name on Card:
Billing Address:

¨ I authorize CARS+ to charge my credit card in three installments.

¨ I authorize CARS+ to charge my card for the total amount due.

Signed:

*Payment must be received by deadline to receive current rates.

Meal Selections - Special meal requests must be received in advance. 

Special requests made at time of Convention cannot be guaranteed.

 ¨ Vegetarian/Vegan meal requested

 ¨ Food allergy/dietary restrictions:

FEBRUARY 2-3, 2018

To Register with the DoubleTree Hotel:
 http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/O/ON-

TO-DT-RPS-20180201/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
Group Name:  CARS+ 37th ANNUAL CONVENTION

Group Code:  RPS
Check-in:  01-FEB-2018 • Check-out:  03-FEB-2018

Hotel Name:  DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Ontario Airport
Hotel Address:

222 North Vineyard Avenue
Ontario, California  91764-4431
Phone Number:  9094184873


